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now, either order me to be put to death, or grant me
my life ; to the king command belongs/'

On hearing this narrative,l I praised that man of
honour, and said, your kindness has been uninterrupted,
and there has been no limits to these fellows' shame-
less and villainous conduct; so true is it, " That if you
bury a dog's tail for twelve years, it will still remain
crooked as ever/'2 After this, I asked the Mwaja the
history of those twelve rubies which were in the dog's
collar? He replied, "May the age of your majesty
be a hundred and twenty years! After I had been
three or four years governor of that port, I was sitting
one day on the top of my house, which was high, for
the purpose of viewing and enjoying the sea and plain
beneath. I was looking in all directions, when sud-
denly, I perceived two human figures, who were coming
along from one side of the wood, where there was no
high road. Having seized a telescope, I looked at
them, and saw they were of a strange appearance: I
speedily sent some mace-bearers to call them [to my
presence.]

"When they came, I perceived they were a man
and a woman. I sent the woman into the seraglio to
the princess, and called the man before me; I saw he
was a youth of twenty or twenty-two years of age,
whose beard and mustaches had commenced [growing;]
but the colour of his face had become black as that of
the tawd.3 The hair of his head, and the nails of his

1  The king here resumes his address to the four darweshes.

2  A proverb synonymous to ours, of "What is bred in the bone, will
never come out of the flesh."

3  The Uwa, is a circular plate of malleable or cast iron, used for baking
pakes or bannocks.   It is slightly convex, like a watch-glass, on the upper